
Journalism – Week of April 20-24, 2020 – Ms. Rez-Kersey 

Greetings Journalism Students! 

 This week, I’d like for you to spend most of your time being an observant news reporter. Observe the 

world around you, from a safe distance, and journal your observations. You don’t need to send me your 

thoughts; rather, I just want you to spend some time processing what’s going on and thinking about how this 

can become a new news article. Look for angles of the news that haven’t been overly reported. Look for 

pockets of good news. In a coming soon week, you’ll receive an article outline and a reminder of steps to write 

your new article. This week, just observe.  

Monday through Thursday spend about 10 minutes thinking and observing, and 5-10 minutes writing 

your thoughts down. Friday complete the current event. This page should look familiar to you all! I’ve included 

an article from Newsela in this packet, but if you’d like to find your own, you’re welcome to do so. It can be a 

radio broadcast, podcast, news program, online news article, or print article. Be sure to provide source 

citation information – the name of the news organization, the title of the source, and the author of the article. 

I wish you all the best this week. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions! 

Ms. Rez-Kersey 

  



Image 1. An Amazon employee pushes a cart on February 21, 2020, inside an Amazon Go Grocery 

store set to open soon in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Seattle, Washington. Following the 

opening of several smaller convenience-type stores using an app and cashier-less technology to tally 

shoppers' selections, the store will be the first Amazon Go full-sized cashier-less grocery store. 

Photo: Ted S. Warren/AP Photo  

No checkout needed: Amazon 

opens cashier-less grocery store 

By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff  Published:03/08/2020 

Amazon wants to get rid of the supermarket checkout line. 

The online retail giant opened its first cashier-less supermarket. Shoppers can grab milk or eggs and 

walk out without waiting in line or ever opening their wallets. It is the latest sign that Amazon is 

serious about shaking up the $800 billion grocery market.  

At the new store, which opened on February 25 in Amazon's hometown of Seattle, Washington, 

shoppers scan a smartphone app to enter the store. Cameras and sensors track what is taken off 

shelves. Items are charged to an Amazon account after leaving. 

"I love the convenience of literally grabbing and going," said Art Kuniyuki, a payroll and benefits 

manager from Seattle. He spent $15 on Barilla pasta, Dove chocolate and other groceries shortly after 

the store opened. 

 

A New Kind Of Grocery Store 

The new store is called Amazon Go Grocery. It is an expansion of its 2-year-old chain of 25 Amazon 

Go convenience stores. It is 10,400 square feet, more than five times the size of the convenience 

stores. That is one-fifth the size of a football field. The grocery store also stocks much more than the 

sodas and sandwiches found at Amazon Go. 

Cameron Janes, who helps oversee Amazon's physical stores, said the technology had to be tweaked to 

account for how people squeeze tomatoes to test for ripeness or rummage through avocados to find 

just the right one. Nothing at the store is weighed. One blood orange goes for 53 cents. A banana is 19 

cents. 



Image 2. An Amazon employee demonstrates how to scan a code from a phone to be allowed 

to enter an Amazon Go Grocery store set to open soon in Seattle, Washington, February 21, 

2020. Photo: Ted S. Warren/AP Photo 

Amazon is not new to selling groceries. It made a splash in 2017 when 

it bought Whole Foods and its 500 stores and has also been expanding its online grocery delivery 

service. However, it is still far behind rival Walmart, the nation's largest grocer, which has more than 

4,700 stores. Walmart's online grocery service has also been popular with customers, who buy online 

and then drive to a store to pick up their order. 

Amazon also plans to open another type of grocery store in Los Angeles, California, sometime this 

year. The company, though, said it will not use the cashier-less technology at that location and has 

kept other details under wraps. The company declined to say if it plans to open more Amazon Go 

Grocery stores and said there are no plans to bring the technology to Whole Foods stores. 

 

Buying Veggies, Oatmeal And Oreos Is Easy 

Most of the fruits and vegetables in the new store come from the same suppliers at Whole Foods, 

Janes said. It also has products from the Whole Foods store brand 365, such as organic oatmeal and 

bagged baby carrots. However, it also sells Oreos, Cheez-Its and other stuff banned from the natural 

grocer. 

Families can shop together with just one phone scanning everyone in. Anything they grab and leave 

the store with will be added to the tab of the person who signed them in. Shoppers, though, should not 

help out a stranger reaching for the top shelf. Amazon warns that grabbing an item for someone else 

means you will be charged for it if they walk out with it. 

Hoping to catch up to Amazon, other retailers and start-ups are racing to bring similar cashier-less 

technology to stores. Earlier in February, 7-Eleven said it is testing a cashier-less store for employees 

inside its offices in Irving, Texas. 

Not Everyone Likes Cashier-Less Stores 

However, cashier-less stores have come under criticism from lawmakers and advocates. They say the 

stores discriminate against low-income people who may not have a credit card or bank account. 



Amazon has since let customers pay with cash at its convenience stores, and the company said 

shoppers can do the same at the grocery store by alerting a worker to let them in through the turnstile. 

The stores also eliminate the job of cashiers. Janes declined to say exactly how many people the store 

employs, only saying it is "several dozen." Workers greet customers and walk around aisles restocking 

shelves, and one employee stands by the alcohol section to check IDs of shoppers who want wine or 

beer. 

While cashier-less stores remove the annoyance of waiting in line to pay, it also kills some joys of the 

supermarket. There is no one to bag groceries. Instead, Amazon gives out reusable bags so shoppers 

can fill them as they shop. There is also no deli counter, butcher or fishmonger. Instead, sliced ham, 

steaks and salmon fillets are already packaged and found in refrigerated shelves. 

 

Deciding Where To Shop Is Based On Many Factors 

"Just walk out technology is kind of cool, in theory," said David Bishop. He works at Brick Meets 

Click, a company that advises stores. Bishop added, however, that shoppers decide where to shop 

based on other factors besides how quickly they can get in and out of the store. 

Bishop said those who want thinly sliced ham may skip Amazon Go Grocery. Instead, they might walk 

two blocks away to the Kroger-owned QFC supermarket, which is about five times the size. 

Still, Bishop said, it is hard for the grocery market to ignore Amazon, which has the cash and 

technology to experiment. "They're not giving up," he said of Amazon. 
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